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“Fourscore and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth 
on this continent a new Nation, conceived in liberty, and dedi- 
cated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now 
we are engaged in a great Civil War, testing whether that 
Nation, or any Nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long 
endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We 
have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting 
place for those who here gave their lives that that Nation 
might live. 

“It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. 
But in a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, 
we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and 
dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it far above our 

poor power to add or detract. The world will little note nor 

long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what 
they did here. 

“It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to the 
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so 

nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to 
the great task remaining before us—that from these honored 
dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they 
gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly 
resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—that this 
Nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and 
that Government of the people, by the people, for the 
shall not perish from the earth.” ,:U 

A BRADY PICTURE OF A 
COMPANY OF VOLUN- 
TEER INFANTRY AT 
REST AFTER A MARCH. 

AMERICAN TROOPS 
NEAR WATERLOO STA- 

TION, LONDON. 

WOODROW WILSON 
(Copyright by CHnydlmt.) 

CBoobnrtn MiI«on’« flbfcteu ̂ Before Congref* Jan. 8,1818 
We entered this war because violations of right had 

occurred which touched us to the quick and made the life of 
our own people impossible unless they were corrected and the 
world secured once for all against their recurrence. What we 
demand in this war, therefore, is nothing peculiar to ourselves. 
It is that the world be made fit and safe to live in, and 
particularly that it be made safe for every peace-loving nation 
which, like our own, wishes to live its own life, determine its 
own institutions, be assured of justice and fair dealing by the 
other peoples of the world as against force and selfish aggres- 
sion. All the peoples of the world are in effect partners in 
this interest, and for our part we see very clearly that unless 
justice be done to others it will not be done to us. 

•n************ 

We have spoken now, surely in terms too concrete to 
admit of any further doubt or question. An evident principle 
runs through the whole program I have outlined. It is the 
principle of justice to all peoples and nationalities, and their 
right to live on equal terms of liberty and safety with one 

another, whether they be strong or weak. Unless this principle 
be made its foundation, no part of the structure of international 
justice can stand. The people of the United States could act 
upon no other principle, and to the vindication of this principle 
they are ready to devote their lives, their honor, and every- 
thing that they possess. The moral climax of this, the culmi- 
nating and final war for human liberty, has come, and they 
are ready to put their own strength, their own highest purpose, 
their own integrity and devotion to the .test. 


